
Putting people at the centre: Technology must protect 
citizens’ rights, support democracy and ensure security 
and accountability in the actions of all digital actors.

4/5 Europeans consider it important for authorities to 
shape the development of AI and other digital technologies 
to ensure that they respect our rights and values.

Ensuring solidarity and inclusion: Technology should 
unite, not divide, people. Everyone must have access to 
the internet, digital skills, digital public services and fair 
working conditions.

9/10 are in favour of authorities providing human support 
to help people navigate digital services and drive digital 
transformation.

Freedom of choice: Technology users should enjoy 
an online environment that is fair, free of illegal and 
harmful content. In addition, technology must serve 
to empower citizens in their interaction with new 
technologies such as AI.

42% consider fake news and misinformation to be one of 
the problems that most impacts them personally.

Promote participation: European citizens must be able to 
actively participate in the democratic process at all levels 
and be in control of their own data.

3/4 Europeans believe that by 2030 technologies will be 
important for participating in democratic activities such 
as voting or finding reliable information.

Safety and security: The digital environment must be safe 
and secure. All users, from childhood to old age, must be 
empowered and protected.

86% of respondents believe it is important to invest in 
research and innovation for more robust and secure 
digital technologies.

Sustainability: Digital devices must support sustainability 
and the ecological transition. Citizens need to be able to 
know the environmental impact and energy consumption of 
their devices in order to support the green transition.

3/4 Europeans believe that digital technologies will play an 
important role in the fight against climate change.

Complete document available here. Source: Euro 2024 barometer available here.

EUROPEAN 
DECLARATION ON 
DIGITAL RIGHTS  
AND PRINCIPLES

What is it? What is it for?

•	 A framework for the EU to promote an inclusive, 
prosperous and sustainable society.

•	 Context for EU actions, future work and 
engagement with global partners.

•	 Guidance for policy makers and companies 
developing digital technologies.

It is a document, based on the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights, that promotes a digital transition 
shaped by European values.

You can read here the Declaration.

Content adapted and translated from https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/factpages/digital-rights-and-principles produced by the European Commission.

What does the European public think?

42%

86%

What are the principles?

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/digital-decade-2024-special-eurobarometer-report
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/digital-decade-2024-special-eurobarometer-report
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022D2481
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/factpages/digital-rights-and-principles

